Angiographic evaluation of gastrointestinal haemorrhage complicating pancreatic disease.
Seven patients with gastro-oesophageal varices due to splenic or portal vein obstruction from a diseased pancreas have been seen at the Mater Hospital during the past three years. Four of these patients had episodes of acute and massive gastrointestinal bleeding and this paper emphasises the role of angiography in the management of this complication. In three instances the bleeding was the result of the varices, but in one patient with carcinoma of the head of the pancreas the bleeding was shown to result from invasion of the tumour into the duodenum.